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HMiscellanp, 


Some account of the Life and Adventures of Brother John Gilek, 


an emigrant from Bohemia. 


It will be recollected that we some time ago presented to our readers the 
translation of a letter addressed to the Association of Ministers at 
Herrnhuth, in Upper Lusatia. Our correspondent has now favoured us 
with a translation of a very interesting nature, respecting the sufferings 
and faith of an eminent persecuted saint. At atime when the church 
is blessed with unexampled prosperity, and we ourselves are enjoying 
the highest privileges without the least molestation, it will do us much 
good to consider the case of the suffering saint of less favoured times, 
aud incline us to adopt the language of the Apostle concerning the old 
Jewish sufferers. ‘ Wherefore, seeing we also are compassed. about 
with so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the 
sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run with patience the race 
that is set before us.” Heb. xii. 1. 


Norwitustanpine that the church constitution of all the evan- 
gelically disposed inhabitants of Bohemia and Moravia had been 
annulled in the year 1620; still the predilection for the purer 
doctrines of the gospel could not be effaced from every minds 
Many, although they outwardly kept to the established church, 
vemained faithful to their inner conviction, and also implanted 
their religious sentiments into their posterity. To effect this, 
however, required, like their general conduct, a great deal of pru- 
dence ; for the church kept a vigilant eye upon them, and some- 
times a mere suspicion sufficed to involve a man in many difficul- 
ties. Thus forinstance, a report was raised in the year 1707, 
that some of the inhabitants of the Circle of Leutmeritz, in Bo- 
hemia, were about sending a message to Charles XII. king of 
Sweden, who was returning with his then yet victorious army, 
irom Saxony to Poland, praying him to assist them in presen 
the free exercise of their religion, as only lately he had effecte 
the same for the Austrian subjects in Silesia. 

Just about this period, John Gilek was born at Lubny. His 
father was one of those who had been impeached, on account of 
the above suspicion; and every moment he expected to be put 
under arrest. This, however, did not ensue: they educa- 
ted this son, like the rest of their children, with care, an& 
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endeavoured, as much as possible, to scrcen him against all evil. 
Fearing lest his morals might be endangered by associating with 
other children, they forbore sending him to school ; but his father 
himseif gave him the necessary instruction. He likewise, with 
especial care, made him acquainted with Jesus Christ. and the de- 
sign of his sufferings and death. Many a time did the little boy 
observe, when his father was secretly reading in a book, how the 
tears would drop on the table. During his last illness, perceiv- 
ing his end approaching, he had this book brought to him, and 
fixing his eyes upon a representation of the-crucitied Saviour in 
it, he gave up the ghost. All these circumstances, in particular 
the last, made a deep impression on the boy, at that time eleven 
years of age. 

John was now put out toa relation of his, where he neither 
saw nor heard any thing good. The other servants made him the 
butt of their ridicule, and would not so much as suffer him to 
sleep among them ; hence he was compelled to take up his lodg- 
ings in the stable, where he was one time in danger of being 
trodden to death by a horse. At last, being nearly nineteen, he 
was tired of this way of living, and wished to learn a trade. His 
grandfather, a tailor, took him to be his apprentice; but six 
months after, he departed this life. The new master, to whom 
he was now put, was a light minded character, and a scoffer at re- 
ligion. He led his apprentice the same way, because, as he said, 
this was the way to ingratiate himself with others, and to draw 
custom. Indeed Gilek actually ingratiated himself into favour 
with others, but much to his disadvantage. He fell into bad 
company, was ensnared by sin, and was now, according to his 
own expression, “ forced to trudge along like a beast of burden, 
although he ofien felt great sorrow on account of himself, and 
formed the best resolutions.’> One evening, while labouring un- 
der a particular concern about his state, he laid hold of an old 
book which treated of the sufferings and the death of Jesus, and 
was adorned with cuts, representing the same. While reading 
in this book, and looking at the pictures, his heart was mollified 
to such a degree, that he could not refrain from shedding tears, 
and a something within him said: ‘“ Do but see, what heavy suf- 
ferings, and what a bitter death the Lord Jesus had to endure for 
thee! And thou hast hitherto done nothing but grieve him with 
thy sins; thou hast not loved him—not even thought of him!” 

Such feelings as these he had never had before, and from that 
time he had no rest night nor day. He could not hide his con- 
cern from others, but sought advice with such as he esteemed 
better than himself. An uncle of his, who was a leader of great 
pilgrimages, would undertake to deliver him from these tempta- 
tions of Satan, as he called them, encouraged him, and had him 


persuaded by others, to set out with him on a pilgrimage to Mo- 
ravia. This accordingly happened ia the year 1730. But al- 
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though Gilek observed every prescription given him, and even 
suffered himself to be received into the fraternity ; yet he return- 
ed home very much dejected, and the burden that oppressed his 
heart appeared rather to have been augmented. Now it so hap- 
pened, that he came to work fora week at his trade, with a man 
who was possessed of true evangelical knowledge, and wre! 
had experienced something of the power of the gospel. This 
man observed him closely, and inferred from his behaviour, that 
something was going on in his heart; but only on the last day of 
his stay, did he enter into a conversation with him upon this to- 
pic. His master’s aged mother likewise joined them, and related 
with tears, how, after the dispersion of the brethren, they used 
secretly to meet in her house for purposes of edification, and how, 
when they were no longer safe there, they assembled in her fields ; 
and even there met with opposition, and had their Bibles and 
other religious books taken from them. This put Gilek in mind 
of the value his late father had set upon his books, and how he 
had often been affected while perusing them. These books he 
was now desirous of having, aud guessing that his mother’s bro- 
ther had taken them into his custody, he dropt him a few lines, 
requesting him to give them up. His own mother was the bearer 
of this letter. Both were afraid to trust him, and said one to an- 
other: ‘ He has lately been on a pilgrimage; who knows how 
the priest charged him concerning these books; if we retain 
them, he might inform against us.”? They therefore thought it 
most advisable to grant his request. He now began to read, and 
could not be tired of it. He was soon enabled to see that his ex- 
ertions so far, which were imposed upon him during the pilgrim- 
age, were allinvain. He therefore renounced them with uplifted 
hands, tore down the pictures and altars he had erected in his 
room, and burnt them together, with the ticket of the fraternity, 
and the pilgrim’s songs. Those pictures only he reserved, which 
referred to the sufferings of Jesus. 

Several other Protestants with whom he formed an acquaint- 
ance, lent him a Bible and a hymn book for a short time. He 
jumped for joy at sight of them, immediately transcribed nearly 
30 hymns from the latter, and with great respect took the Bible, 
which now he saw for the first time, intohis hands. The sayings 
of our Saviour, and the epistles of the apostles, particularly drew 
his attention. But all that he read, pri at meeny ee and set his 
a and his unhappy condition in the clearest light before 

ium. At the same time a desire arose in his heart, to know whe- 
ther in any place in the world such people lived together, that 
walked according to the doctrines of Jesus; gladly would he 
forsake his all, if even he should be compelled to live upon bread 
and water among them. He inquired of his intimate friends con- 
cerning the matter, and was informed by them, that there were 
such people in Saxony; that quite lately a family out ef the vil- 
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lage had eloped thither, and that a person from those parts was 
shortly expected here ona visit. He then requested them to give 
him notice when this should happen, In the mean time, others 
began to.cast suspicions on him, because be no longer harboured 
such a number of pictures; they reported it as likely, that he had 
committed them to the flames, and that himself would soon share 
the same fate. This frightened him, and he longed the more for 
the hour of emigration. 

Soon as ever he understood that the person expected, had ar- 
rived, he disclosed his intention to him; and, September the 8th, 
1731, he left the place of his nativity at dusk, with a small 
bundle of linen under his arm, and set out upon his journey with 
the man, on the route towards Saxony, or more properly Upper 
Lusatia. His conductor told him on the way, that he had felt a 
particular impulse in his heart to go to Bohemia ; although he had 
not been apprised that any person desired to emigrate from thence, 
that now it plainly appeared why he had come. On the fourth 
day they arrivedat Gerlachsheim, which was the object of their 
journey. A number of Bonemian emigrants had already found a 
shelter here, and their minister, Augustin Schulz, had them under 
his faithful charge. He preached with power, but altogether in 
the spirit of the gospel, and frequently told his hearers, that, 
unless they were most closely united to the Lord Jesus, he would 
not give them a fig (or fir-nut) for all their religion. 

The new-comer was cordially welcomed by his countrymen, 
and soon inducted into those blessed paths in which they walked, 
There, likewise, he soon experienced how richly the heartof a sin- 
ner is comforted who sets his hope exclusively on the grace of 
Jesus, and will be ahaa and saved only through faith in him. 
Being now so very happy, he was desirous of seeing his mother 
and her family share the same happiness with him. He there- 
fore returned to Bohemia, in order to pay them a visit, and if 
they had a mind for it, to bring them out with him. His mother 
directly agreed to forsake all; and besides her, twenty persons 
more were found to be of the same mind, who were conducted 
away intwo divisions. They travelled only by night; during the 
day they rested in the woods, or with friends, if they met with 
any. 

This company being safely arrived at Gerlachsheim, after hav- 
ing escaped many dangers, Gilek once more felt himself at home, 
and was intent only upon enjoying himself in his religious liberty, 
for which opportunities were not wanting. He made several vi- 
sits to Herrnhuth; but not understanding the German language, 
he liked it better at Gerlachsheim. Meanwhile some person sent 
him word in the year 1733, that he should come and fetch his 
step-brother away, who, together with his wife, wished to emi- 

rate. He therefore resolved once more to goto Bohemia. He 
Rad with him, besides two acquaintances from Gerlachsheim, 2 
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Bohemian from Hennersdorf, whose name is no longer known. 
To gratify him, he was obliged to deviate somewhat from his own 
route; which, from the very first, went against his inclination. 
Once they laid themselves down together in a hay loft to sleep. 
There Gilck dreamed that the Jesuit from Leutomischel, and the 


grave digger, rode up towards them, and had them dragged thi- | 


ther into prison. At the same time he felt as though somebody 
gave him a push into his side. Thereat he awoke, and something 
within him said: ‘ Leave this place! Delay not! He imme- 
diately arose to go off, roused his companion, and related the 
dreamto him. But he was highly proveked for having his rest 
interrupted, and replied : “* what did thedream concern him! how 
idle it was to take the advice of adream.” By these arguments, 
Gilek was induced to drop his design, and once more to lay 
down; buthe trembled over his whole body. Just when he was 
at the point of falling asleep again, the Jesuit, together with the 
grave digger, came galloping to the spot. Immediately they 
mounted the hay loft; for the matter had been betrayed. The 
other Bohemian then attempted to escape; but it was too late. 
Unspeakable anguish seized upon poorGilek. On the one hand he 
reproached himself for not having acted up to the warning given 
him by the dream; on the other hand he represented to himself 
the danger which his soul and body would now incur. ‘ What 
will you do, under these circumsiances,” said he to himself ; ‘ will 
you remain faithful to the Saviour, and to the truth you have bi- 
therto owned and practised, or will you suffer fear, or the many 
torments they will inflict upon you to move you and cause you 
again to embrace those doctrines which you esteem to be erro- 
neous?”? At this juncture he felt his faith invigorated to such a 
degree, and was so firmly convinced of the unspeakable value of 
the gospel, that he could resolve rather to endure every thing, 
than to deny it. 

The Jesuit then took Gilek’s New Testament out of his pocket, 
and called several people together, who, with the aid of the grave 
digger, had to lead G. and his comrade into the penitentiary at 
Leutomischel. This happened on the 30th day of May, at ten 
o’clock in the morning. Gilek was pent up in the dark torture 
chamber, laid in irons, with four locks to them, and had his feet 
tied to the stocks. It was now first, that he could duly reflect 
upon his situation, and he fell into such a violent perturbation of 
mind, that for two days together he could neither eat nor sleep ; 
but the fact was, that during.all this time, they had not brought 
him any nourishment. Another half of a day being elapsed, he 
felt a raging appetite, and got such violent pains in his bowels, 
that he almost fainted away. Dreadful to him was the idea that 
gg they intended to starve him todeath. In this extremity 

e turned by prayer to Jesus, craved the forgiveness of all his 
Sins, In particular that ef bis not heeding the warning received 
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and thus expected to breath his last. Here he feit the presence 
of the Saviour, and his consolations in an inexpressible manner ; 
rest and perfect resignation to the will of his Lord, re-occupied 
his mind. Soon after the jailor entered, asking him deridingly, 
whether he felt an appetite by this time, and handed him some 
bread, which was smoking hot, but no drink. He had scarcely 
swallowed the bread, when he was attacked by a violent fit of the 
cholic, which made him turn like a worm. Next day they gave 
him water ; but this did not serve to refresh him, for he got quite 
weak after drinking it. In this condition he was brought to trial 
before the ecclesiastics. After some preliminary questions, they 
ran over the Apostles’ creed with him, and he testified, that he 
heartily assented to it. At the article treating of the holy Ca- 
tholic Christian Church, they laboured hard to prove to him, that 
the Roman Catholic church was the only one in which a man 
could be saved, and when he would not admit this proposition, 
they were highly incensed against him. To several other ques- 
tions, for instance, concerning the invocation of saints, he like- 
wise replied according to his conviction. They returned for an- 
swer to this, that he was an arch heretic—and remanded him 
back to prison. In the afternoon he was again brought to the 
castle before a gentleman to whom the whole trial was commit- 
ted ; and who now once more put the same questions to him. At 
this trial there were also two witnesses present from Gilek’s na- 
tive town, who testified how many people he had already con- 
ducted out of thecountry. But they also brought many false ac- 
cusations against him; and when he contradicted thent in refer- 
ence to the latter, the judge was wroth, and said tohim: “ You 
wicked chap, will you not speak the truth ?””? The defendant here 
swooned away; they had to drag him out, and give him some- 
thing which restored him again. Being once more introduced, 
the judge again, and with still greater rage, insisted upon the 
confession of the truth; and as this did not turn out according to 
his notion, he ordered the prisoner to receive fifty lashes. The 
guard immediately took up the whip, tore the defendant’s coat 
from off his back, and promptly executed the order. Next day 
he was led into the court-house before the council, to be tried 
there too. He presently took notice that three of the twelve 
counsellors assembled, had a knowledge of the truth ; for they 
regarded him with compassion. Among the rest they asked him 
“whether he had any complaints to lodge against his master, and 
whether on that account he had emigrated?” He replied, that “ nei- 
ther the count, his master, nor the emperor, were obnoxious to 
him, and that he would cheerfully abide their subject, provided 
he might believe, and live according to his conscience.” The 

were at great pains to prove to him that he was mistaken, with 
respect to the faith; but they succeeded not in making any im- 
pression upon him. He was further interrogated about a /etter 
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which he had once written to one of his companions, and in which 
he had expressed a wish, that his friend might experience the 
same in his heart, as he had experienced. This letter, which 
was then produced, he was forced to read aloud. Being asked, 
whether he was still of the same mind, he replied in the affirina- 
tive, and that he never intended to alter it. ‘Thereupon they re- 
proached him with affecting to be a preacher, when he could 
scarcely write a legible hand. With that he was dismissed for 
the present. 

In the mean time the two other Bohemians who were come with 
him from Gerlachsheim, and were going to aid some people in 
emigrating from Hermaniz, had been arrested, and also brought 
to Leutomischel. There was a great uproar about the matter, 
and Gilek was immediately brought into the castle before another 
gentleman. This man was so much exasperated against him, 
for not having informed against these people, that he trembled 
with rage, and ordered the guard to serve him one hundred 
lashes. But the Jesuit who was present, objected that the defen- 
dant was too weak, and would dic under the execution. He was 
then once more reconducted to prison. : 

In process of time he had to appear again before the court, 
and for the space of half a day they pressed him very closely to 
make him change his sentiments ; but he neither suffered himself 
to be convinced by pretended proofs, nor terrified by the threats 
which they uttered; but adhered to the declaration several times 
given and confessed, that he would know of no other way to sal- 
vation but alone through faith in Jesus Christ, and by the appro- 
priation of the merits of his life, sufferings anc death. | 

(To be concluded in our neat.) 


—_———--— 


Indians of North America. 

The following extracts are from a Discourse on the Indian Tribes of 
North America, delivered before the “ New-York Historical Society,” 
by the Rev. S. F. Jarvis, D.D. We doubt not they will be read with 
great interest, especially by those who are now turning their attention 
to the melancholy situation of the heathen tribes of our wilderness. 


“ But, turning from speculations which are rendered sublime 
by their shadowy form, and immeasurable magnitude, I shall 
conclude a discourse which, I fear, has become already tedious, 
by remarks of a more practical, and, | would hope, of a more 
useful nature. 

_ “© We have seen that, like all other nations unblessed with the 
light of Christianity, the Indians are idolators ; but their idolatry 
is of the mildest character, and has departed less than among any 
other people from the form of primeval truth.—Their belief in 
a future state is clear and distinct, debased only by those corpo- 
real associations which proceed from the constitutional operations 
of our nature, and from which even Christians, therefore, are nog 








168 Pride in Dress. 


totally exempt.—They retain among them the great principle of 
expiation for sin, without which all religion would be unavailing ; 
and they acknowledge, in all the common occurrences of life, and 
even in their very superstitions, the overruling power of Divine 
Providence, to which they are accustomed to look up with an 
implicit confidence, which might often put to shame the disciples 
of a purer faith. 

‘“‘ Provided, then, that their suspicions respecting every gift 
bestowed by the hands of white men, can be overcomie, the coni- 
parative purity of their religion renders it so much the easier to 
propagate among them the gospel of salvation. In this view, is 
it possible for the benevolent heart to restrain the rising wish, 
that the scanty remnant of this unfortunate race may be brought 
within the verge of civilized life, and made to feel the influence, 
the cheering and benign influence, of Christianity ? Is it not to 
be wished, that the God whom they ignorantly worship, may be 
declared to them, and that, together with the practices they have 
so long preserved, may be united that doctrine which alone can 
illaumine what is obscure, and unravel what is intricate? If this 
be desirable, it must be done quickly, or the opportunity will be 
for ever lost. Should our prejudices prevent it, we must rememe 
ber that their faults will be obscured, and their virtues brightened 
by the tints of time. Posterity will think of them, more in pity 
than in anger, and will blame us for the little regard which has 
been paid to their welfare. 


“Hapless nation !—Like the mists which are exhaled by the 


scorching radiance of your summer’s sun, ye are fast disappear- 
ing from the earth; but there is a Great Spirit above, who, 
though for wise purposes he causes you to disappear from the 
earth, still extends his protecting care to you, as well as to the 
rest of his creatures,—There is a country of souls, a happier, and 
better country, which will be opened, we may charitably hope, to 

ou as well as to the other children of Adam. There is the atoning 

lood of the Redeemer, which was shed for you, as well as the rest 
of mankind ; the efficacy of which, you have unwittingly continued 
to plead; and which may be extended, in its salutary influence, 
even to those who have never called on, because they have never 
heard, THE NAME OF THE Son or Gop.” 

ANECDOTE.—Pride in Dress. 

The Rev. John Hurrion, a dissenting minister at Denton, in 
Norfolk, had two daughters who were much too fond of dress, 
which was a great grief to him. He had often reproved them in 
vain; and preaching one Sabbath-day on the sin of pride, he 
took occasion to notice, among other things pride in dress. After 
speaking some considerable time on this subject, he suddenly 
stopped short, and said with much feeling and expression, “ But 
you will say, Lookat home. My good friends, I do look at home 
till my heart aches,” 
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ENGLAND. 
British and Foreign Bible Society. 

The Sixteenth Anniversary Meeting of the British and Foreign 
Bible Society was held, on the 4th of May, in Freemason’s Hall, 
Great Queen-street, and since the commencement of the Fnstitu- 
tion, (says the London Courier) it never has been more fully or 
more respectably attended. By eleven o’clock in the morning 
every part of the spacious hall, including the gallery above the 
cornice, was crowded to an overflow, and hundreds of appli- 
cants were unable to obtain admission at all. 

Precisely at twelve o’clock the President of the Society, Lord 
Teignmouth, took the chair, supported on his right by his Royal 
Highness the Duke of Gloucester, and on his left by the Bishops 
of Gloucester and Salisbury. There were also present the Earl 
of Harrowby, Viscount Calthorpe, Lords Gambier, Exmouth, 
and Ashdown, the Right Hon. Charles Grant, Mr. Wilberforce, 
Sir T. D. Acland, Mr. Robert Grant, the Hon. and Rev. Gerard 
T. Noel, Mr. Butterworth, &c. &c. 

The noble chairman opened the business of the day vy cons 
gratulating the meeting upon their having again assembled upon 
so highly interesting and important an occasion, from the business 
of which he would not long detain them; but he should not be 
doing justice to his own feelings, or he trusted to theirs, if he fail- 
ed to offer his sincere tribute of respect and gratitude to the me- 
mory of his Royal Highness the late Duke of Kent. 

he report of the committee, a very voluminous though avow- 
edly compressed document, was then read by the Rev. Mr. 
Owen, assisted by the Rev. Daniel Wilson. It commenced with 
the foreign relations of the society. In France, their exertions 
had answered their most sanguine expectations. Independently 
of the Parent Society, there were a great and increasing number 
of auxiliary ones, and not only were they supported by the Pro- 
testant part of the community, but by that which was exclusively 
Catholic. The Duc d’Angouleme, in reply to a letter which had 
been addressed to him, had expressed himself in the most friendly 
terms towards the society, and their objects, and the Duc de 
Cazes had not only expressed himself in a similar manner, but 
had subscribed 1000 livres in support of their funds. In the 
United Netherlands and its dependencies, Christians of every 
denomination, and even Jews, exhibit the most earnest desire to 
possess the scriptures, and to support the societies by which they 
are distributed. From Switzerland, Hanover, Saxony, Wirtem- 
berg, Prussia, Denmark, Russia, Sweden, and Norway, the in- 
telligence was of the most gratifying kind. Similar accounts had 
been received from the Ionian Is et, and from Athens, where a 


Bible Society had been established, under the patronage of the 
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highest civil and ecclesiastieal authorities of the place. The 
eighth report of the Calcutta Bible Society, and that from Madras 
and its dependencies, furnished abundant proof of the advan- 
tages derived from the labours of the Parent Society. In China, 
though the jealous power of the government still operates to 

revent the admission of the holy scriptures; yet well founded 
Ries are entertained, that the exertions which are making, will 
eventually succeed in shedding the light of the gospel over that 
vast empire. Under the direction of that excellent man, Dr. 
Morrison, the whole Bible has now been translated into the Chi- 
nese language, and the one thousand pounds voted by the society 
for that desirable object had been appropriated thereto. The 
New South Wales Bible Society had been zealously supported by 
all the civil, military, and ecclesiastical authorities in the colony, 
and its establishment promised the most beneficial results. The 
reports which had been made from the South Sea Islands were 
most gratifying. The whole Gospel of St. Luke had been trans- 
lated into the Otaheitan language, and 3,000 copies had been 
printed and nearly distributed. Multitudes in those islands can 
now read with ease, and many can even write and read, and it 
was common to see them sitting in circles under the shade of trees, 
even till midnight, listening with profound attention to the read- 
ing of the scriptures. In Africa and America, the kingdom of 
Hayti and the Western Archipelago, there was unquestionable 
evidence of the great and growing success of that holy cause, in 
which the society is engaged. In reporting the domestic con- 
cerns of the society, the committee had the satisfaction of stating, 
that notwithstanding the untoward circumstances of the times, 
commercial difficulties, and anti-christian doctrines, they conti- 
nued most prosperous; though, from the extraordinary exertions 
which had been made, the expenditure of the last year had ex- 
ceeded that of the preceding one, at the same time there had not 
been a corresponding addition to their funds. 

The reading of the Report having been concluded, the Duke 
of Gloucester rose to move that it be received and adopted. 

The Bishop of Salisbury having seconded the motion, it was 
carried unanimously. 

The Earl of Harrowby moved, that the thanks of the meeting 
be given to their noble President, which was seconded by Lord 
Ashdown, and carried with immense applause. 

The noble Chairman having returned thanks, the usual votes 
of thanks, and resolutions being then agreed to, the meeting 
broke up about five o’clock. 

Extracts from the many eloquent speeches delivered on this 
occasion, may be expected in our future numbers. 

Church of England Tract Society. 

The Committee of this institution remark, that, “ although uni- 

formity of judgment may not exist, they feel it to be their duty 
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and delight, to ‘hold the faith in unity of spirit, and in the bond 
of peace.’ And, since differences of opinion are permitted in 
the church militant, they would trace the wisdom of God in educ- 
ing good from evil, and overruling the infirmities of Christians, 
—their watchful, and perhaps too suspicious, jealousy of each 
other,—for the more effectual preservation of the sacred writings, 
from the hand of sullen bigotry, that would encumber them with 
human traditions ; from that of presumptuous theorists, who would 
rob them of passages that contain most salutary truths ; and from 
the attempts of any, of whatever school, who might be disposed, 
with a bold temerity, tocerrupt the sacred text. So that, in fact, 
the differences of modern Christians, like the too bitter dissen- 
sions of the ancients, contribute to secure for themselves, and to 
perpetuate for the benefit of posterity, the integrity of the inspir- 
ed records.” . 

Notwithstanding the pressure of the times, the funds of the 
society have improved during the past year. The list of sub- 
scribers has been enlarged, and a few handsome donations have 
been received; by which means they have been enabled, not only 
to keep up a sufficient stock of tracts, but also to pay off the re- 
mainder of their debt. ‘They express their sense of the regard 
to the welfare of this institution shown by “* ‘Fhe York Religious 
Tract Society,” “ The Sheffield Church of England Tract Socie- 
ty,”’ and * The Bath Religious Tract Society ;”? as also tothe 
raembers of the society in ten provincial towns. 

The Committee next give a statement of the publications dur- 
ing the last year. ‘The demand for tracts previously published, 
having required the reprinting of several of the former numbers, 
the Committee felt themselves precluded from sending many new 
tracts to the press; as it could not be done, without involving the 
institution anew in pecuniary distress. ‘Fhey have, however, 
added to their list of publications three new tracts of the larger 
series, and six folio sheet tracts. 

The folio sheet tracts were published with the hope of super- 
seding, in some measure, ballads and other noxious productions: 
of the press. ‘Those who are conversant with the habits of the 
poor well know how fond they are of pasting papers, whether 
zood or bad, on the walls of their cottages ; and cannot therefore 
fail to appreciate the utility of the class of publications now re- 
gerred to; which are also soldat a very reduced price, to induce 
hawkers to purchase and retail them. 

One of their tracts, No. XXVI. “ Preparation for Death, or 
the Churchman on a Sick-bed,” has been translated into the 
Manks language, by the Rev. Hugh Stowell, of the Isle of Man, 
and two thousand copies have been. printed by assistance derived 
from. this society. 

The total number of tracts, published during the year, amounts 
to one hundred and twenty-seven thousand. 
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The issue of tracts during the year has been 75,708 sold, 1,957 
sent with the last year’s Report to subscribers, and 9,585 voted 
to different persons for gratuitous distribution ; making a total of 
eighty-seven thousand two hundred and fifty ;—the net proceeds 
of which amount to 205/, 8s. 6d. 

The Committee, considering into how alarming a state the 
country had been brought, by the wide circulation of cheap pub- 
lications, designed to inveigle the poor, and excite them to rebel- 
lion, were induced to make very liberal grants of their two last 
tracts, of each of which, a second edition has been put to the 
press. Of No. LVIII. entitled ‘ Infidelity Exposed,’’ 5000 co- 
pies were sent to judicious persons, to disseminate amongst the 
poor resident in the disturbed districts ;—especially in Manches- 
ter, Nottingham, Durham, Shetlield,; Preston, York, Leeds, Brad- 
ford, (in Yorkshire,) and Carlisle. 

A“ Religious Tract Society”? has been established in the dio- 
cess of Durham, of which the venerable Bishop of that diocess 
ig patron; and tracts of the Church Tract Society, together with 
those published by “‘ The Society for promoting Christian Know- 
ledge,” and “ The Cheap Repository” tracts, are to be placed, 
and those only, on their list.—‘* A Religious Tract and Book So- 
ciety for Ireland,” as our readers are aware, has been instituted 
in Dublin, by noblemen and gentlemeh of that country ; who are 
anxious, by asupply of good and cheap publications, to under- 
sell those pernicious books which now corrupt the reading classes 
among the poor. 

In furtherance of their object, they have requested permission 
to reprint, with such alterations as may appear necessary, each of 
the tracts calculated for circulation in Ireland. With this request 
the Committee have readily complied ; and to encourage the sale 
of tracts, has likewise offered to send them on commission to per- 
sons resident in that country, and pay freight and duty. They 
have, in consequence, shipped a large order lately to the “‘ Re- 
ligious Tract Society” atCork. — | 

The society’s tracts are so much approved of in the islands of 
Guernsey and Jersey, that some of them, translated into French, 
appear regularly in a periodical work recently established there, 
entitled “ Magasin de ’Eglise Anglicane.”? Besides which 
three numbers, have been published in a separate form, as French 
tracts. 

A letter has been received from the corresponding secretary of 
a ‘Religious Tract Society” formed at Baltimore, expressive of 
the desire of that society to receive and send occasional commu- 
nications. The Committee gladly acceded to the proposal. 

The Committee have likewise received a letter from the Right 
Rev. Dr. White, Bishop of Pennsylvania, with a present of 
tracts published by “ The Society for the Advancement of Chris- 
tianity in Pennsylvania,” and by “ The Episcopal Female Tract 
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Society of Philadelphia.” They express their hope, that the 
unhallowed rivalry—not to say, bitter animosity—which has, on 
too many occasions, displayed itself between Great Britain and 
the United States of America, will gradually decline ; as, by 
means of religious and benevolent institutions, the great mass of 
the community in both countries becomes more deeply imbued 
with Christian feeling, and a cordial interchange of good offices 
becomes more frequent. 

They conclude their Report, by adverting to the recent death of 
their late friend and fellow-labourer, the Rev. J. Neilson, “ the 
orphan’s instructor and friend ; whose meek and gentle spirit has 
been translated, they trust, from a world, where the ambitious 
aspire and the proud prevail, to that peaceful kingdom which is 
the pilgrim’s home and resting-place.”’ 


AFRICA.—COLONIZATION SOCIETY. 


Extract of a letter from the Rev. Mr. Bacon, to a gentleman in 
Philadelphia, dated Sierra Leone, 10th March, 1820. 


We arrived on the 9th at 4 P. M. had, generally, a pleasant 
passage ; have been sick, but all are well and in high spirits 
now. We were only 28 days from soundings to soundings; we 
have had considerable intercourse with the Sierra Leoneans, and 
find a general sentiment in our favour. 

The slave trade is driving on at a bloody rate all along the 
coast, except here and down the Sherbro country. Vessels are 
every week brought in and condemned here, having fifty, one 
hundred, two hundred, or more slaves on board. We have the 
most favourable account of the Sherbro country and its people. 
The white population of this place is thin, and hold all the offi- 
ces of any importance. ‘The coloured settlers seem to be a 
happy people, growing in prosperity: indeed this seems to be 
a thriving place. This town (Freetown) is thronged with native 
Africans, either Timanys or Kroomen. ‘They are as naked as 
nature, with the exception of a cloth cap, or hat, on the head, 
and a cloth or handkerchief about the loins: they are a fine, 
athletic, hardy, strong, useful race of people. The Timanys lam 
not able to speak of with accuracy, further than that they are said 
to be a factious and dishonest race ; their country is up the Si- 
erra Leone River. But of the Kroomen |! can say more. By 
looking at your map you will find between Cape Mesurado and 
Cape Palmas, two thirds distance from the former, a place call- 
ed Settra Kroo, that is at least 400 miles from Sierra Leone. 
The Kroomen come all the way along shore with their canoes up 
to this place: here they have a town, where they live and ac- 
commodate themselves, and labour for about $4 per month; they 
occasionally return to see their families and carry home their 
money. When they have got a Krooman’s competency, they 
Tetire upon it and enjoy it with their wives and children. They 
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are a faithful, honest, kind people, and without them the Sierra 
Leoneans could not live. ‘ We no bring our wives and children 
here ; we come for get money enough, and go to Settra Kroo 
again,” is their language to us. Would not Settra Kroo be a 
noble place for a missionary station? ‘‘Krooman no kill.” 
They are covered with tatooed devices, and have “ plenty” of 
sophies, gree-grees and charms about them: a hog’s or leopard’s 
tooth, a smooth bone, a little bag about’ the ear, &c. John Me, 
the first that came to us, on hearing our evening prayers, and a 
word of exhortation from a coloured man, said, after listening at- 
tentively for a moment, ‘* He speaks for God!” 1 asked him if 
he went to church; his reply was, “all for go to church when 
he mind to.” I asked “do you sabby (know) God?” His re- 
ply was, “every body sabby God.”—His reply was given with 
exactly such a self-confident air, as -I have seen in the manner 
of many a “ moralist,’” who expects his morality to save him. 1 
was at a loss, fora moment, to determine whether the heathen 
had learned from the moralist or the moralist from the heathen ; 
but another moment solved the doubt, both learned it from the 
Devil.—You may depend on it there is work for us here; 
there is work for missionaries ; for teachers; for good men of 
all grades. I save a corner for a later date, and stop for this 
moment. 

I add, after a ramble in the Kroo Village,—l am struck with 
wonder at the appearance of native Africans. The sickly and 
depressed countenance of a Philadelphia coloured man is not to 
be seen amongst them. A noble aspect, a dignified mien, a 
frank, and open, and bold wildman’s demeanor !—Sir, it is wor- 
thy a voyage to Africa to sec the Kroomen. I was present at 
one of their amusements, not unlike a sort of play or opera. 
Speakers, accompanied by a pleasant music on a kind of shep- 
herd’s pipe; there were more than 100 present, seated on the 
ground in a circle—the speakers and actors in the centre. | 
could not understand them. I was there again, beginning to 
puzzle myself in the mazes of speculation about the origin of 
this. 1 could almost persuade myself that they were becoming 
fast civilized, as theatrical amusements seem to indicate a state of 
civilization above the savage life. I suppose the play I saw, 
and those performed in Philadelphia, have the one about as much 
religion as the other. 

Adieu my dear friend ; the Lord bless us and you. 

S. Bacon. 


EGYPT. 
Remarks by the Rev. Wm. Jowett, submitted to the Committee of the 
Malta Bible Society on his return from the Levant. 
Malta, November 4, 1819. 
By circulating copies of the Report of the Malta Bible Society, 
{ endeavoured to prepare the way for a subscription at Cairo. 
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Many of the Europeans resident in that city are favourably dis- 
posed to the Bible Society ; but I was requested by Mr. Salt, in 
consideration of the state of commerce at that moment, to delay 
pressing the subject, and he charges himself to bring forward the 
business at a more suitable time. 

In the mean while, I have received as a beginning towards this 
object the sum of 500 piastres, of which 100 was a donation from 
the Prussian nobleman resident with us at Cairo, and 100 from the 
gentleman with whom I was travelling to Jerusalem; the remain- 
ing 300 were contributions of some months standing, and were 
passed to me through the hands of a person from whom we are 
led to expect further assistance of a truly valuable nature. La- 
bouring singly with his own hands, maintaining himself in a re- 
spectable competency, and thus earning leisure sufficient for the 
study of Arabic, he has formed the intention of gratifying his cu- 
riosity, at some future period, by travelling in Syria and Persia ; 
and in his letter to this Committee, offers his services gratuitously 
to distribute the scriptures. 

From the Coptic Patriarch I procured a copy of the four Gos- 
pels, written in Coptic and Arabic, in parallel columns. He in- 
formed me likewise, that at Boosh they have a preparatory school, 
where about twenty youths are trained for the church: afterwards 
they are removed to the monastery of Mar Antonius, in the moun- 
tains, about three days’ journey eastward of the Nile. Here, in 
number about fifty, they prepare themselves for the higher stations 
in their church ; from this place the Patriarch himself, the Coptic 
Bishops in Egypt, and the present Abuna of Abyssinia proceed. 

It is very well known, that while in these preparatory studies 
of various churches in the east, great attention is paid to the re- 
citation of prayers and liturgical offices, and to the performance 
of extremely rigid mortifications; yet, in the lapse-of ages the 
original word of God has fallen into comparative neglect, and does 
not receive that diligent, well-grounded, and persevering study 
which it so pre-eminently claims. The Holy Scriptures in an en- 
tire form, are to be found in but few places; while that priest 
would be thought unpardonably remiss, who should not be fur- 
nished with the book of his church prayers. May the six Arabic 
Bibles which I consigned to the Patriarch to be forwarded to 
Boosh, and twelve for Mar Antonius, find diligent and humble 
readers, and excite a greater thirst for the pure word of God—a 
thirst which the Bible Society will labour to satisfy! 

_ These copies, together with twenty-one which I sold at this 
time in Cairo, six of them being bought by a priest to send to 
Damietta ; together likewise with twelve more sold at Rosetta to 
the Copts, who serve as writers in the extensive granaries of the 
Bashaw, will make 51, that is with the 55 mentioned in my former 
letter; a totalof 106 Arabic Bibles, besides several copies of the 
scriptures in other languages, as Hebrew, Greek, Armenian, 
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french, Italian, German, &c. The Italian Bible was anxiously 
asked for. I saw the list of subscribers to it collected last year 
by Mr. Burckhardt in Alexandria and Cairo, which was nu- 
merous. 

In the former part of July, I quitted this populous capital of 
one of the most ancient of nations, not without feelings of regret, 
having experienced there so many acts of kindness, mingled with 
gratitude to him who had watched over my path through the 
whole length of the land of Egypt, and preserved me while sur- 
rounded ‘“ by the pestilence that walketh in darkness.” I felt, 
indeed, that this last mentioned circumstance had considerably 
abridged, during three months, my means of active usefulness in 
Cairo; but it was the will of the Lord, and he who “ maketh all 
things work together for good to those that love him,”? may, per- 
haps, at some future period, show why this dispensation was best 
for myself, and best, possibly, for the interest of the Bible So- 
ciety. Certainly, if in the course of years this Committee should 
find itself deeply engaged to the Abyssinian nation, it may prove 
that the hours spent by me in Ethiopic studies, were not lost time ; 
although to render etlectual services to Abyssinia would require 
many more persons, than one individual, wholly devoted to that 
branch. 

In Alexandria I had the pleasure to see our Consul, Mr. Lee, 
furnished with a good supply of scriptures from this Committee ; ; 
a suitable return for his very zealous and successful services in 
aid of our funds. It gave me also sincere delight to witness the 
exact manner in which he had begun to register the receipt and 
manner of disposal of these books ; literally charging himself, as 
he expresses it, with the business of a Committee of Correspon- 
dence. As quarantine was still observed in Alexandria, Mr. Lee 
had not as yet been able to make the distribution which he pro- 
poses ; a proportion, namely, of these Bibles and Testaments to 
each of the "Consuls, in order that they may make a further dis- 
tribution of them among the shipping of their respective nations. 

From Alexandria it was my first intention to have returned hi- 
ther direct; but receiving an urgent invitation to meet Dr. Pink- 
erton at Smyrna, I took ship for that place, where I arrived after 
a tedious passage of 26 days. After remaining there more than 
five weeks, I was eventually disappointed of the main object of 
my visit ; and finding my health require my return home, I con- 
cluded an absence from Malta, of nearly ten months, on the 4th of 
last month. 

A few remarks of a general nature will close this brief re- 
port :— 

Egypt, as having fallen under my more immediate observa- 
tions, claims the first place. 

Here we behold, though in circumstances of great depression 
and ignorance, one body of professing Christians more numerous 











NOt crag ifm. 











Tt tei 








submitted to the Committee of the Malta Bible Society. 177 


than the rest, occupying a line of country not less than 500 
miles in length, and extending their influence southward, beyond 
the deserts of Nubia and Senna, into a considerable part of 
Abyssinia. 

Identified by name with Egypt, and possessing much influence 
from their habits of business, and from their knowledge of the 
language long since imposed upon them by their conquerors, the 
Copts may certainly be considered as the dominant Christian 
Church of these parts. There are, however, many Greeks, whose 
Patriarch resides at Cairo; the influence of this church is ac- 
knowledged also ina part of Abyssinia: otherwise they have no 
churches south of Cairo, but consider their jurisdiction to reach 
to Alexandria, Rosetta, Damietta, Suez, Candia, Tunis, and Tri- 
poli, in the west; at all which places they have convents, though 
at the one last mentioned, they have not for many years hada 
priest. The Latins haye likewise at least eight convents, four of 
which are considerably to the south of Cairo. The Armenians 
have a Bishop at Cairo, and individuals of that nation are settled 
far to the south in all the principal towns of Egypt, as bankers to 
the government. 

Leaving out of our present consideration the ruling power of 
the Turks, and the immensely extended population of the Arabs, 
the number of whom is variously estimated from two and a half 
to four millions, it is not possible to behold without a living in- 
terest these several churches of Christians. What their respec- 
tive rites and tenets may be, it falls not within the province of a 
Bible Society to inquire. It is enough for us that all agree in a 
reverence for the holy scriptures, as the source of truth. Our 
earnest hope is, therefore, that by furnishing them with copies of 
that book, we shall be found the friends of all: the best friends, 
inasmuch as from ignorance of this holy volume, as one of the 
fathers well observes, has sprung much of the evils of heresy 
and schism.—Bearing the olive-branch of peace, we trust in due 
season to behold the ark of the church of Christ at rest from 
these troubled waters. 

Among the Cepts (of whom, as being the most numerous I saw 
the most, though I visited all) I found no difficulty in distributing 
the Arabic Bibles; but, on the contrary, the greatest willingness 
to receive them. Upon my first arrival at Cairo, on my return 
thither from quarantine in the consulate, and, by letters since re- 
ceived from Egypt, their desire to possess them has been mani- 
fested. 

In endeavouring to explain to the Patriarchs, the Bishops, the 
Lay-head of their nation, and to others, the plans and operations 
of Bible Societies, I met with such difficulties as might be ex- 
pected from a people extremely destitute of general European 
knowledge, and utterly ignorant of the nature of voluntary asso- 


ciation for benevolent objects. Familiarized to fear, they shrink 
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from ostensible services, which might carry them out of the beaten 
track of a religion barely tolerated. At this timidity, much as 
we may lamentit, we cannot be surprised; let us ask ourselves, 
“ What, with their limited means, should we do more than they ? 
What proof have we that we should be more intelligent or active ?” 
Among the Jews I had little opportunity of making inquiry, from 
the confinement necessarily attendant on the appearance of the 
plague, both at Alexandria and Cairo. South of Cairo, there 
are none in Egypt. In Gondar, the capital of Abyssinia, there 
are about a thousand, who were described to me by Mr. Pearce 
as keeping much to themselves, and being very tenacious of their 
religious books. 

If any motive drawn from the circumstances of a people can 
impel the friends of the Bible Society to make a great sacrifice, 
the situation of Abyssinia may most peculiarly claim the tribute 
of funds, of learning, and of labour. How deeply Christianity 
must once have been seated in the hearts of the people of that 
country, appears from a great variety of proofs; but now, nomi- 
nally a Christian empire, it is distracted by the feuds of various 
chieftains who aspire to supreme power, without evena hopeful 
prospect of peace being settled by the successful superiority of 
one. ‘Thus situated, composed of various Christian, Mahome- 
tan, and Heathen tribes, all independent, fierce, and warlike, 
and exposed to incursions from similar tribes on every side, 
Abyssinia may fear her existence as a Christian nation. That 
Christianity would not soon disappear from the country, may be 
inferred from the great attachment of the people to their religion, 
an attachment which has been tried by numerous opposing cir- 
cumstances for many centuries. But how much longer Christi- 
anity might exist without a general knowledge of the scriptures 
would be a bitter experiment to make—an experiment happily 
not suited to the benevolent genius of this age. 

And if, from this brief view of Egypt and Abyssinia, we turn 
our eyes to that vast continent in which these countries lie, with 
what feelings shall we rise from such contemplation? We are apt 
to survey with some pleasure the little good which we have been 
enabled to do; we are, thank God, encouraged to proceed by 
every opening prospect of hopeful fields of labour: but to us in 
Malta, if we but open and enlarge our hearts here, full before our 
view lies Africa, left to these latter ages of the world as a stand- 
ing monument to remind the benevolent of something which they 
have not done; the learned, of something they have not discover- 
ed; left, perhaps, to humble and shame us, but certainly not to 
discourage or dideay. 

To what extent have the sciences, the study of barbarous 
tongues, the experience of travellers, commercial enterprise and 
actual converse with the natives, assisted to make Europe ac- 
quainted with Africa? rather, I should say, to make Africa known 
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to the inhabitants of that planet in which Africa exists? Even the 
geographer, whose task lies merely with the surface of the land 
and sea, confesses that all he has toshow of Africa is but as the 
hem of a garment. 

Every one, however, may in some degree infer the state of 
Africa partly from general moral principles, and partly from a 
knowledge acquired by means of a most demoralizing traffic. 
From these too slender premises, many are led to consider, as 
difficulties nearly insuperable, the hostile superstitions, the bar- 
barous inhuman customs and savage horrors, which reign there to 
an almost unlimited extent, while at the same time, lost in inquiry 
concerning the best practical measures, the mind turns alternate- 
ly from one project to another, and travels through all the plans 
that can be devised of research, of civilization, of education ; 
till weary, spiritless, and desponding, it is ready to shrink from 
attempting any. 

By encouraging the translation of portions of the scriptures 
into the spoken dialects of Africa, the Bible Society. may, con- 
sistently with its simple principle, render most essential aid to the 
melioration of that continent. 

Is not attention to this circumstance naturally required for a 
Bible Society, existing on the very verge of Africa ? ism whom 
if not from this society, may such a line of duty be expected ? 
To attempt translations, where success is hopeful, or, where the 
means are yet remote, to bear the object near our hearts, and 
never suffer it to lie forgotten. It is indeeda grateful part of our 
duties to co-operate with those Bible Societies which have been 
formed to the north of the Mediterranean, to follow the tract of 
that excellent friend*, who was lately present in this committee, 
and see how many hands of Christian fellowship are united in this 
godlike work. But if we do good to them only who love us, 
what do we more than sinners? Such was the language of Him 
who knew in what consisted the spirit to do good. Nor ought we 
ever to forget, that a wise charity is regulated by considering 
what the objects of our benevolence are able to do for them- 
selves :—Of Africa, it may almost be said, that she can do nothing 
for herself. 


———— 


UNITED STATES.—NEW-HAMPSHIRE. 
Extracts from the Eighth Report of the New-Hampshire Bible So- 
ciety, presented September 22, 1819. 
With a view of increasing the usefulness of the society, the 
Secretary was directed to make inquiry respecting the jails in 
the several counties ; and to cause the scriptures to be distribut- 


ed among the prisoners, so far as there should be hopeful prospect 
of utility. 


* The Rev, Dr. Pinkerter. 
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Agreeably to the direction of the Board, the Secretary also 
wrote to the Warden of the state prison in Concord, on the sub- 
ject of distributing the scriptures among the convicts under his 
care. As the government of the state had very wisely ordered 
that each cell should be furnished with a Bible, at the public 
expense, there was not so much need of your charity as there 
would otherwise have been. 

Mr. Pillsbury, the Warden, feels a lively interest in the design 
of this society, and will cheerfully promote it, by giving the 
scriptures to those who shall give hopes of a reformation of life. 

To the commanding officer at Fort Constitution, near Ports- 
mouth, thirty Bibles have been sent for the benefit of the soldiers 
there stationed. By direction of Lieut. Col. Walback, the fol- 
lowing acknowledgment has been made. ‘“ The officers at this 

ost tender their thanks to the Directors of the New-Hampshire 
Bible Society, for their voluntary offer of supplying their men 
with the holy scriptures ? and we hope that they may be as zea- 
Jous advocates in the cause of religion and truth, as they have 
been in the cause of their country.” 

The Board have also had in view the wants of seamen belong- 
ing to Portsmouth, and of those who visit that port occasionally : 
and one of their members has been requested to pay attention to 
this class of our fellow-men, and to give them a sure guide to the 
haven of eternal rest. 

It must be an interesting object with the society to promote 
the moral and religious improvement of the rising generation. 
For this purpose, the Board have done more the past, than in 
any preceding year, to supply those children with Testaments 
who would otherwise remain destitute. It was likewise an ob- 


ject with the Board to encourage Sabbath Schools, by furnishing 


children with Testaments for the purpose of attending, who 
might otherwise be prevented, or attend with less interest and 
to less advantage. The Testaments thus distributed have been 
very gratefully received, and have produced good effects. 

The Board continue to receive pleasing information of the 
grateful manner in which the scriptures are received, and of their 
being blessed to the recipients. One instance we will recite, as 
given by a brother. He thus relates it. “I called on a poor 
man, with a family of seven children, and asked him whether he 
had a Bible? He replied that he had none; that he was poor, 
and could spare nothing to purchase one. ‘Do you wish fora 
Bible” ‘Yes, Sir.’ ‘If I give you one, will you engage to read 
a portion in it every day”? ‘I will.? On giving him one, I 
urged upon him the consideration of its worth, and the infinite 
importance of duly regarding its precious truths. He was affect- 
ed on receiving the invaluable treasure ; and it was hopefully 
blessed to the conviction and conversion of himself and his wife. 
God was afterward worshipped in his family.” 
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In distributing octavo Bibles, the Board have consulted the 
interest of some feeble churches in different parts of the state, by 
presenting to each of them one of these Bibles, for the purpose: 
of being used in public worship. About twenty churches have 
been thus supplied. 

The amount issued from the depository the year past, includ- 
ing some which have been purchased, is 1211 Bibles, and 1450 
Testaments. 

There have been purchased for the society, the year past, 
1502 Bibles, and 1909 Testaments; making the whole number 
purchased for the society since its commencement, to be 8266 
Bibles, and 4509 Testaments, exclusive of what was purchased at 
Philadelphia for distribution in western sections of our country. 

The remittances to the American Bible Society, the past year, 
by donation, and for the purchase of Bibles, in addition to for- 
mer remittances, amount to $1811 15. 

The legacy of Mrs. Thankful Shepard, of $1000, which was 
mentioned in the last Report, has been received by the Treasu- 
rer. The executor, Major Samuel Hutchinson, who paid the 
above legacy, and who was himself a life member of this society, 
has deceased the past year; but not without making to this soci- 
ety the liberal donation of $500. How precious is the memory 
of such benefactors! May many be added to our list, whose re- 
ward shall be great in heaven. 

The Report here notices the great scarcity of the scriptures in 
different parts of the state, and proceeds :—When such is still 
the pressing want of the scriptures in our own state, and such 
the avidity and gratitude with which they are received, shall we 
relax ? or shall we redouble our exertions in this benevolent de- 
sign? We may still distribute Bibles to great advantage ; and, 
with respect to Testaments, we have but jnst commenced the dis- 
tribution of them, when they seem most likely to be useful. In 
many Sabbath Schools, and in a multitude of District Schools, 
Jarge quantities are wanted, by those who are destitute, and will 
remain so, unless supplied by the hand of charity. Sabbath 
Schools may yet be greatly increased, and will require a much 
larger supply of Testaments. We hope, that in many of our 
towns, which are not favoured with stated religious instruction 
from ministers of the gospel, these schools will be formed by pi- 
ous and active individuals ; and that many of our dear youth will 
thus be collected, on the Lord’s day, and be taught to know the 
scriptures, which are able to make them wise unto salvation, 
through faith in Christ Jesus. These youth are now forming 
characters for the present life, as well as for futurity. Numbers 
of them will soon be the active members of society. Shall we 
neglect them? Shall we suffer them to come forward without 
acquaintance with the word of God? Leta child be trained up, 
without making the Bible his intimate companion, and is there 
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not reason to fear, that he will be ruined himself for ever, and 
that he will be in a great measure useless, if not a pest to the 
community ? How then can the Bible Society better dispose of 
a proportion of their fands, than by distributing the scriptures 
among the youth, who are destitute, in all parts of the state? 
And shall it not be a great object to increase the funds of the so- 
ciety for this purpose? What can be proposed to the Christian, 
or to the patriot, which is more important or interesting in its 
consequences, or more calculated to engage their benevolent 
feelings, or enlarge their liberal views ? 

But our charity is not all circumscribed within the limits of 
New-Hampshire. Without neglecting the needy at. home, we 
can do good to millions abroad. As an auxiliary to the Ameri- 
can Bible Society, our liberality may flow in the various and 
widely extended channels of that noble and highly favoured in- 
stitution. In this grand national enterprise we have already em- 
barked, with increasing numbers of our beloved countrymen, in 
almost every section of the United States. An enterprise like 
this never before invited the attention of the good people of New- 
Hampshire. Here is ample scope for the exercise of their be- 
nevolence, and the display of their generosity ; here they may 
show their compassion to millions of souls that are famishing for 
the word of life. Through the medium of our National Bible 
Society we may help to relieve the urgent necessities of multi- 
tudes. Shall we deny ourselves the privilege of relieving them ? 
Shall we leave them to perish ? 

We congratulate the friends of the Bible, and the friends of 
humanity, on the prosperity of the American Bible Society : its 
illustrious-career is stil! pursued, under the smiles of that gra- 
cious Being, who will have all men to be saved and to come to 
the knowledge of the truth. In accomplishing the purposes of 
His love, this institution seems designed to perform an important 
part. In doing this it will reflect the highest honour on our na- 
tion, or those especially who are its generous patrons and most 
efficient agents. 

After taking a brief view of the operations of the National So- 
ciety, and the societies in Europe, the Report proceeds :—Surely 
it must animate us to witness these exertions, and their success. 
When the word of the Lord is thus spreading and producing such 
changes, shall not every heart and hand be engaged? Can any 
hesitate as to duty or privilege? Can any friend of God or man 
be reluctant to enlist in this cause, or to promote it with becom- 
ing zeal? The cause will prevail; the word of God will be a 
light to all nations. Your every exertion in the cause of God, 
your every offering to the Lord, will contribute to the glorious 
consummation. 

We highly prize the smaller contributions of persons in hum- 
ble circumstances, as well as the larger donations of the affluent. 
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We sclicit, and we thankfully receive, the aid of all; and, while 
we acknowledge with great pleasure the offerings of the rich, we 
likewise feel peculiar satisfaction in seeing how much is coutri- 
buted by those who have far less of this world’s goods: these 
should be more encouraged to present their humble offerings to 
the Lord: these may form themselves into Bible Associations, 
and subscribe one or two cents a week, or any other sum, as 
they please. From such small streams, extensively multiplied, 
a wide flowing river would enrich the Zion of our God. The 
members of such associations would find it more blessed to give 
than to receive. By such small contributions, they might have the 
satisfaction of supplying their own wants, and then the wants of 
others. This would endear to them the Bible, and give them 
more interest in its circulation. Many of the youth in Sabbath 
Schools might be very fond of joining such associations ; and 
in this way, all the destitute in the school might at least be fur- 
nished with Testaments. We invite attention to this subject, and 


express our hope to see such associations formed in many of our 
towns and villages. 


UNITED FOREIGN MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


Summary of the Fourth Annual Report, presented at the annual 
meeting, May 10, 1820. 


Rev. Puitip Mittepoter, D.D. 121 Fulton-st. Secretary for Foreign Correspondence. 
Z. Lewis, Esq. 40 Broad-street, Secretary for Domestic Correspondence. 
Wittiam Witson, Esq. 61 Dey-street, Treasurer. 


The facts presented in this report are of a highly interestin 
character, and we shall not detain our readers from the perusa 
of them by offering remarks of our own on the importance of the 
subject, but let the details here presented speak for themselves ; 
and earnestly pray that they may speak to the heart and con- 
science, and induce the rich and the poor to unite their prayers and 
their contributions to aid in this glorious enterprise, so evidently 
the work of the Lord. 

After noticing the favourable manner in which their corres- 
Aaa has been received and reciprocated by the “ Church 

lissionary Society,’’ in London—the “Society in Scotland for 
Promoting Christian Knowledge,” in which that respectable so- 
ciety express a willingness to co-operate with the Board in chris- 
tianizing the Indians, and stating that auxiliary societies have 
been formed in Warwick, Orange county, in this state, and in Nor- 
thumberland and Sunbury, in Pennsylvania, the Report proceeds 
to give an account of the journeys of their agents, whose appoint- 
ment was announced last year. (See C. H. Vol. VI. p. 126.) 

“We announced in our last Report, the appointment of 
Messrs. Epaphras Chapman, and Job P. Vinall, as agents, to 
visit the Missouri Territory, to examine the state of the different 
Indian tribes, and to select suitable ground for missionary sta- 
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tions. Having been regularly licensed to preach the gospel, re- 
ceived their instructions, and made other necessary preparations 
for their journey, they left their friends at Princeton on the 5th 
of May, 1819, and, encouraged by the prayers of their fellow 
students, and the parting benediction of their former instructors, 
went on their way rejoicing. During their stay in Philadelphia, 
they had an interesting interview with Peter S. Duponceau, Esq. 
Corresponding Secretary of the American Historical and Philo- 
sophical Society of that city, who encouraged them very much. 
He kindly offered to assist our missionaries in acquiring a know- 
ledge of the language and customs of the natives ; and if this so- 
ciety should be desirous of publishing any manuscripts on Indian 
languages, in possession of the Historical Society aforesaid, en- 
gaged to translate them, and to superintend and correct the press. 
He also advised them to visit, confer with, and profit by the ex- 
perience of the United Brethren at Bethlehem, in Indian mis- 
sions. Our missionaries were treated with wuch hospitality in all 
their way to the seat of government. At Washington they were 
kindly received by the officers of government, and were much indebt- 
ed for the exertions, in their behalf, of Thomas L. M‘Kinney, Esq. 
agent of Indian affairs, and Joseph Nourse, Esq. register of the 
treasury. From the Secretaries of State and War, they obtain- 
ed letters with the public seals, recommending them to the spe- 
cial favour and protection of all officers of government, wherever 
they might sojourn. Colonel M‘Kinney also addressed letters 
of Linas to all the agents and factors among the Indians, 
wherever there was a prospect that they might travel ; commend- 
ing our missionaries to their care ; urging them to promote the 
great work in which they were engaged ; to furnish interpreters 
and guides, and to exert all their influence with the Indians to 
facilitate the objects of the mission. 

“To these documents they were very much indebted for the 
successful prosecution of their journey. 

‘*From Washington they proceeded through the western part 
of Virginia, and eastern part of Tennessee, directly to Brainard, 
a missionary station of the American Board of Commissioners 
for Foreign Missions, situated on the south side of Chickawan- 
gah River, a branch of the Tennessee. By the people between 
Washington and Brainard, they were generally well received. 
A few appeared to regard the missionary cause with great inte- 
rest, confidently anticipated the success of our agents, and firmly 
believed that the Lord was now appearing gloriously to build 
up Zion. A larger number doubted whether the Indians would 
ever be converted ; and many appeared to cherish, from the re- 
collection of former sufferings of themselves and relatives in In- 
dian wars, the most inveterate prejudices, not only against the 
Indians, but also against all those who were disposed to show 
them any favour. Our agents exerted themselves, in passing 
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through the states, to communicate as much missionary informa- 
tion as possible ; to remove the prejudices of the people; to 
awaken in them a missionary spirit, and to prepare them for con-. 
tributing, at some future period, to the missionary cause. In a 
great number of places in the valley of Virginia, and East Ten- 
nessee, they were promised by the friends of religion, that they 
would attempt to form auxiliary societies, assist in civilizing the 
Indians, and join with us in sending them the gospel. 

“ Our missionaries were received, at the agency of the Chero- 
kee nation, with particular attention and respect, by Colonel 
Meigs, the United States agent, and by his excellency the govern- 
or of Tennessee. 

‘“‘ The governor addressed a letter in their behalf to the princi- 
pal men among the Cherokees, onthe Arkansas. Colonel Meigs 
also wrote to the chiefs of the Cherokee nation, in that territorys 
After informing them of the character and design of our mission- 
aries, he observed—* These good men will be glad to be instru- 
ments, under the guidance of the Great Spirit, in carrying into 
effect the object of their honourable society ; it is not doubted by 
me, that you will receive these ministers as, indeed, your loving 
brothers, because you have already tasted, in a small degree, oi 
what is now offered you. Your favourable answer will cheer 
their hearts, and enable them to make a pleasing report to those 
great and good men who sent these young ministers to see you. 
Your good disposition, and good sense, will enable you to con- 
sider the value of what is proposed to you, and to give them a 
proper answer; and may the Great Spirit direct and keep yoy 
and your children.’ 

‘In a letter from the same agent, to governor Clarke, who then 
controled the whole country through which our missionaries were 
to pass—after an affectionate introduction, explaining the nature 
of their errand, and the advantage they were hoping to derive 
from the information and advice which he could communicate— 
adverting to the views of our society, and the success of the mis- 
sionaries at Brainard, he observed—‘ This plan promises more 
than has yet been done by our ancestors in this country. To 
consider industry as one of the moral virtues, and, as especially 
enjoined on man by the Creator, will be a sentiment inculcated 
by the teachers. If idleness can be banished, vice will go with 
it, and will be succeeded by industry; and the moral virtues, 
and civilization will be attained.’? As strangers to the immense 
wilderness of the western country, they were commended to his 
friendly aid, and especially for advice on access to the Osage 
and Caddoo tribes of Indians. Letters of similar import were 
also addressed, by that gentleman, to Major Lewis, agent of the 
Arkansas Cherokees, and to Captain Charles Reese, formerly 
one of the great warriors of the nation, now a humble Christian, 


and an industrious farmer. On their journey they were accom- 
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panied by Captain John Brown, brother of the celebrated Catha- 
rine Brown; and by Captain John Miller, the United States in- 
terpreter, entirely at the expense of the government. On their 
arrival at Brainard they were received by the missionaries with 
inexpressible joy. ‘Few scenes,’ said one of our agents, ‘ ever 
afforded me so much happiness as I witnessed there.’ 

‘“‘No pains were spared in affording them assistance, and for- 
warding the accomplishment of their object. From that place 
our agents addressed a letter to this Board, giving a general ac- 
count of the rules for the government of that station, and commu- 
nicating the plan of building for a new establishment, which has 
been seen and approved by the President of the United States. 

“The Arkansas Indians having lost their principal chief, and 
being, in consequence of it, in some disorder, our missionaries 
were apprehensive that they might fail of success. 

“ They received every assistance, however, not only from their 
brethren at Brainard, but from the excellent Mr. Gambold and 
his wife,as well as from individual! chiefs, and from collections of 
chiefs in the old nation. 

“ They received an excellent letter from Mr. Charles Hicks, 
the most influential chief in the old nation, addressed to the be- 
loved man or king, and his warriors, at Arkansas. After intro- 
ducing our missionaries In the most impressive and affectionate 
manner, pointing out the society by whom they were sent, the 
object of their journey, and the advantages to be derived from 
the education of their children in religion, in letters, and in the 
arts of civilized tife—having exhibited the nations of red people, 
from adherence to their ancient habits, as so melting away before 
the whites, that in some instances nothing was left of them but the 
national name, he observed— You may think it very strange for 
men to go so far to instruct your children, and yet ask nothing 
for their trouble. I will tell you—that the Son of our common 
Father above, has commanded his believers to go and make his 
will known to all people who are ignorant of it, and in love to 
his revealed will are they come to you, to ask your consent to 
instruct your children, that they may be raised to their future 
prosperity. My friend, we know of no nations of red people 
who have gone so far to instruct the ignorant ; it is, therefore, 
in perfect obedience to the mandate from above, that has brought 
forth great numbers of our elder brothers, among the different 
nations of red people, to instruct them to be as happy and pros- 
perous as themselves.’ This letter was closed with describing 
their experience of the character and conduct of the Brainard 
missionaries. ‘ We have found them,’ said he, ‘to be our true 
friends, for they are friends to all mankind. You will find that 
to be true which I have told you.’ This letter was accompanied 
by one from a young chief, by the name of Ross, addressed to 
one of the principal chiefs at the Arkansas, replete with argu- 
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ment and good sense, and which is supposed to have had great 
influence. 

‘“** We left Brainard,’ said the missionaries, ‘ that storehouse 
of human happiness, with peculiar emotions, after having united 
with the mission family in prayer.? A brother, who had accom- 
panied them in all their visits, and had been.indefatigable in his 
exertions to help them, went with them a considerable distance, 
and in parting they again united in prayer in the woods.” 

(To be concluded in our next.) 
Prospects of Christianity in India.* 

We have already adverted to some encouraging considerations 
respecting the progress of Christianity in India. Who can refrain 
his pity for its immense idolatrous population? who does not 
earnestly desire success to the efforts that are made to enlighten 
their minds and save their souls? And who is there who will 
not eagerly fix his eye on every aspect of encouragement? With 
very few exceptions, we know. the heathen remain still the wor- 
shippers of idols ; but little actual impression has been made upon 
the mass of the population, and hence some have felt discouraged. 
Let it not be overlooked, however, that the means for spreading 
the gospel have accumulated, and are still accumulating with un- 
exampled rapidity ; and that Providence is bringing every plan. 
into operation with unexampled favour.. What, though the in- 
fluences of the Spirit be delayed, is it nothing, that on every hand 
arrangements are made for bringing on the great result? The 
entire conversion of a single province, would be less encouraging 
than the present aspect of the whole. The scattered settlements 
along our wide extended wilderness, no more clearly indicate its 
future settlement, and prepare the mind to picture to itself busy 
cities, cheerful. villages, and wide spread cultivation, than the 
numerous missionary. settlements amidst the moral wilds of India, 
prepare the believer to fix his eye of faith upon. the cheerful 
prospect of wide-spreading Christianity. The Church Mission- 
ary Register, forthe month of January, presents this subject in 
an interesting manner :— 

“In surveying this immense and populous field of Missionary 
labours, (India within the Ganges) our course takes us, from In- 
dia without the Ganges, into the south-eastern extremity of Ben-. 
gal. From Chittagong, in that quarter, we may pass on, after 
visiting Dacca, to the north, by Sahebjung, in Jessore, to Cal- 
cutta. Thence, ascending northward, by Dum-Dum, Seram- 
pont. Chinsurah, Burdwan, Cutwa, Siooree, Moorshedabad, and 
Malda, to Dinagepore, we there turn westward, up the Ganges, 
by Monghyr and Digah, visiting Guyah on the south, to Buxar 
and Benares. From Benares, still ascending the Ganges, our 
course brings us by Chunar to Allahabad, at the junction of the 


* This article should have preceded the Report of the New-Hampsbire Bib 
Society, p. 179. 
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Jumna with that river.’ Proceeding north-west, up the Ganges, 
to Lucknow, we there leave the river, and travel north to Ba- 
reilly ; from which place proceeding westward, by Meerut, we 
reach Delhi, one of the most distant missionary stations toward 
this quarter. Descending the Jumna, oa which Delhi is situ- 
ated, we proceed south to Agra, on the same river; from Agra, 
a little southward of west, to Agimere, a new station, in the ter- 
ritories lately acquired ; and thence, nearly due south, to Surat, 
on the west coast of the peninsula. From Bombay, further south 
on the same coast, we come, diverging inland, to Bellary and Ban- 
galore, in the Mysore; and thence, down again on the western 
coast, by Cannanore and Tellicherry, to Cotym and Allepie, in 
North Travancore, and to Nagracoil and its associated stations 
in South Travancore. Crossing the peninsula near its extremity, 
we reach Palamcotta; and thence proceed northward, to Trichi- 
nopoly and Tanjore; and turn eastward, to Negapatam and 
Tranquebar, on the coast. From Tranquebar, passing somewhat 
inland, by Vellore, Chittoor, and Vepery, we reach Madras ; 
and thence, by Vaddadelhi, proceed to Masulipatam, Vizagapa- 
tam, and Midnapore, on the eastern coast ; and thus complete the 
circuit of the missionary stations, at present occupied in this 
great division of our survey.” 

Of Ceylon, which is but the southern extremity of India, the 
Register for February proceeds :—“ In surveying the stations 
occupied by the missionaries of these societies, beginning with 
Colombo, the capital of the British possessions, surrounding the 
whole coast of the island, and proceeding to Kandy, the capital 
of the interior provinces now all annexed to the British crown, 
we shall follow the direction of the coast to the southward from 
Colombo, by Caltura, Galle, and Matura, to Batticaloe and 
Trincomalee on the eastern shore; and thence, by Tillipally, 
Batticotta, and Jaffna, in the northern part, shall complete the 
circuit to Colombo, by Calpentyn and Negombo, on the western 
coast of the island.” 

What an interesting view is this: how great and how sudden 
the change! About 30 years ago, except the Catholics, and the 
few Protestants in the south, there were no missionaries in India. 
Thomas, who accompanied Carey at the commencement of the 
Baptist mission, in his previous residence in India, advertised 
for a serious Christian in Calcutta. It is less than 30 years 
since Carey and Thomas landed friendless on the shores of In- 
dia, and wrought their way through discouragements and poverty 
without any to lend a helping hand. 

But passing over the difficulties of these first attempts, what 
discouragements were presented only fifteen years ago. Carry 
your thoughts back only that short space, when the government 
of India were guarding it with a thousand hands and watching it 
with a thousand eyes, lest missionaries should be introduced, to 
disturb the religion of the people—when the few who attempted 
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to elude its inspection or baffle its power, reached their destina- 
tion by a circuitous route; when even by your own shores, they 
were obliged to steal their honest way. Or reflect how it was, 
when your own missionaries were sent to India only eight years 
ago: how they were met with mandates of exclusion on their 
first landing, and pursued for a year and a half with various ef- 
forts atexpulsion. How is it that in so short a time so wonderful 
a scene is presented to oureyes. New missionaries are frequent- 
ly admitted and hospitably received—now they are spread far 
and wide over all the land. With short and easy journeys you 
might go around the whole circumference of British India, and 
resting at every stage among the missionaries of Jesus, revive 
your piety by mingling with their devotions. Almost on every 
Sabbath you might pause and find among the temples of Pagan- 
ism, at least one temple to the true God, and the praises of Im- 
manuel might be heard of amid the bustle and confusion of idol 
worship. ‘* This is the Lord’s doing, and it is marvellous in our 
eyes.”? Why all this preparation, unless HE that made it, designs 
to propagate his truth through all the land? Why all this cultiva- 
tion of the ground, why this sowing the seed in every quarter, 
unless the Husbandman be looking for an abundant and general 
harvest ? Why ts the standard of the cross erected at short in- 
tervals among an hundred millions of people, but because it is 
designed that it shall draw all the nations around it? Why is the 
gospel dawning upon every part of this valley of the shadow of 
death, unless the Sun of righteousness is hastening to arise with 
healing in his beams? Come blessed day !—When India shall 
vome to thy light, and her Bramhun’s, and her nobles, and her 
merchants, and her Soodras, to the brightness of thy rising. 

Before we close our remarks upon this subject, we cannot fail 
to notice another aspect of the missionary stations, which has 
sometimes been regarded with concern, but which is in truth, a 
new source of encouragement: We refer to the variety of deno- 
minations engaged in the great work. It has been apprehended 
that opposed to each other as they have been at-home, they will 
exhibit their opposition to the greatest disadvantage among the 
Heathen, and by each sect it may have been apprehended that the 
Jabours of the rest would rather promote the errors which they 
combat, than help-on the truth which they desire should be pro- 
moted: while the nations beholding in Heathen lands a conflict 
such as Christian lands to often witness, ‘would be in doubt what 
to believe and what to'follow, terminate‘their suspense by cleaving 
more closely to their own ways. 

It was natural that each sect should entertain some suspicion 
concerning the labours of ‘the other, and to expect that ‘feelings 
and conduct so injurious to the prevalence of Christianity among 
a Christian people, would materially obstruct its progress among 
the Heathen. Inthe course of a wonder working ‘Providence, 
however, nature ‘inthis respect has become reversed, and anew 
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miracle confirms our faith. The various denominations whose 
love for the Redeemer has prompted them to extend the know- 
ledge of his name, have found in that object their feelings united 
and their confidence mutually one; and hence it follows among 
the Heathen, that they harmonize in the great work, and appear 
to them not as conflicting enemies but as a body of united friends. 
Nor do we lose sight of the probability that Christianity will be 
more likely to be spread there by the various denominations, than 
by any one alone, unless we were freely to except the one to 
which we belong. In harmonigus intercourse together, each will 
insensibly drop their technicals, and lop off those extravagan- 
cies to which, from the nature of the human mind, men of every 
name are exposed. And we apprehend, if the converts of the 
Baptists at Serampore, the American Independents. at Bombay 
—the Episcopalians on the North, and the Wesleyan Metho- 
dists on the South, should meet in the centre of that region of 
desolation to compare their views of the new religion, they would 
find them much more correspondent, than those of the same peo- 
ple among ourselves. We would not intimate that we believe 
with each of these denominations.—This is impossible. We 
have our own opinions, but in the main articles of our faith, we 
are convinced we do not essentially differ from either. Our mu- 
tual union in spreading the gospel will bring us nearer together, 
while it will ensure the communication of our common Christi- 
anity to the Heathen more fully than if the business. were in the 
hands of either’sect. 


TENNESSEE. 
Second Report of the Female Bible Society, of Knoxville. 

The Female Bible Society, auxiliary to the East Tennessee 
Bible Society, convened on the day appointed for their annual 
meeting, finding $24 25 inthe treasury, appropriated the money 
to the purchase of Bibles, for distribution. Although our fund is 
small, we will not be discouraged, but excited to more earnest 
endeavors to increase our stock ; that every year may find us 
more zealous and persevering, and though no great good may im- 
mediately result from our labors, we will have the consolation of 
at least throwing our small weight into the right scale, remember- 
ing also that “ it is more blessed to give than to receive.” 

We lament that our sex is not more generally alive to the work; 
that there are some who forget that to ** do good and communi- 
cate,”’ to “‘ be rich in good works,” are sacrifices with which God 
is well pleased. That it is our duty to administer to the wants 
of others is an indubitable fact, which few dispute; and that our 
spiritual concerns are far more important than our temporal, few 
are inclined to question, therefore, to dispense charity to the 
needy soul is better than any temporal blessing whatever. Shall 
we not then persevere in our endeavours, to make known that 
book which contains the words of eternal life, trusting that many 
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‘o whom this gospel shall come, through our means, shall be made 
“meet and fit for the saint’s inheritance in light.”? The Bible 
when most known is most admired; for simplicity of language, 
strength of expression, grandeur of conception, purity of doctrine, 
and sound morality, it is as far superior to any other book as its 
great author is superior to his imperfect creatures. An acquaint- 
ance with the Bible is calculated to smooth the asperities of the 
human character and by showing us the vanity of all earthly hen- 
ors, riches, and distinctions, it makes us more contented with our 
station in life, whatever it may be. In some of the South Sea 
Islands, an acquaintance with the divine truths of the gospel has 
rescued from the flames thousands of infants, whose tongues may 
yet praise the God of mercy who sent the knowledge of the truth 
amongst them. Ifsuch be the effects of the Bible on lands long 
buried in heathenish darkness, what may we not hope from our 
more enlightened country ? Let us therefore take heed, lest while 
the wants of other nations from one pole to the other are supply- 
ing; the cries of our poor and destitute at home should enter into 
the ears of the Lord of Sabbaoth. 


_—_—_- 


Receipts by the Treasurer of the American Bible Society for the 
month of June, 1820. 
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Pa. $30. Rev. Moses Hoge, from the people of Cumberland Congregation, Prince 
Edward Co. Va. $30. Rev. Joseph Treat, Sharon, Ohio, by the Female Benevolent 
Society of that place, $30. 

To constitute Laymen members for life-—J. Green Pearson, Esq. New-York, by his 
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for Bibles, &c. Female Bible Association, No. 1, Middletown, N. J. $20. Orange 
Bible Society, N. J. $16.04, and $3 96 for Bibles, &c. Union Bible Society of Green- 
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$4. Female Society of the Associate Congregation of Pittsburg, for printing and 
translating the scripture, $16. 

From Auciliary Socielies for Bibles, &¢—Montgomery Co. N. Y. Auxiliary 
Bible Society, $102. Massachusetts Bible Society, £504. Salem Bible Society, 
Botetourt Co. Va. $45. Connecticut Reserve Bible Society, $250. Yorktown, West 
Chester, Co. N.Y. Female Bible Society, $4. Orange Bible Society, N. J. $4 76. 
Cumberland Co. N. J. Bible Society, $70. Wilkesbarre Female Bible Society, Pa. 
$25. Fishkill Bible Society, N. J. $34 33. Carlisle Female Bible Society, Pa. $9 60. 
Beaufort Bible Society, 8. C. $63 88. Frederick Co. Bible Society, Va. $200. West 
Chester Co. N. ¥. Bible Society, for Testaments, $6. Morris Co. N. J. Bible Society, 
84110. Bibles and Testaments, &c. sold te individuals, $85 15. Total, $3202 15. 

. WM. WQOLSEY, Treasurer. 
New-York, June 30th, 1920. 
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N. B. The Treasurer corrects, by request, a part of the Report of May: it should 
read thus—Joshua Wallace Collett, the infant grandson of the late Joshua VM. Wallace, 
who was one of the projectors of this society, and one of its most zealous advocates 
and active promoters, a member for life, by a friend, $30. 

The issues from the Depository of the American Bible Society, for the month of 
June, have been Bibles, 1666; Testaments and Indian Scriptures, 1230. Total, 2896. 
Value, $1919 95. J. NITCHIE, Agent A B. S. 


OBITUARY. 

Died, on Thursday, May 11th, the Rev. Leverett J. F. Hun- 
TINGTON, in the 34th year of his age, pastor of the Presbyterian 
church, in this city, (N. Brunswick; N. J.) The memory of this ex- 
cellent man, and eminent servant of Christ is blessed.—His course 
was short, but it was filled up with usefulness. His life was an 
illustration of some of the most shining qualities which can adorn 
the man, the Christian, and the Christian minister. As aman, 
he was distinguished for the equable serenity of his temper, for 
his frankness and candour, for the warmth and permanency of his 
attachments—As a Christian his piety was of an elevated and fer- 
vent character, and his whole deportment was that of an humble, 
meek, and unassuming disciple of Jesus. As a Christian minis- 
ter, he seemed deeply conscious of the awful responsibility of his 
office, and delighted in every way, to fulfil its important requisi- 
tions. He was remarkable for the zealand fervency with which 
he enforced the truths of the gospel, and for an unwearied assidu- 
ity and diligence in the discharge of his pastoral duties. — During 
his last illness he furnished a noble example of the triumph of 
faith, and frequently expressed to his friends who visited him, his 
confident assurance of an interest in the merits of his Redeemer; 
and we confidently hope that he has been removed from a world 
of sorrow and of sin, to enter upon an inheritance incorruptible 
and which fadeth not away, eternal in the heavens.—His loss 
will be deeply felt.—It will be felt by the church at large, and 
the numerous benevolent associations to which he belonged, in all 
of which he was an active and zealous member.—It will be felt 
by the particular church of which he was a faithful and useful 
pastor, but most of all by his bereaved and afflicted family, whose 
loss is irreparable. By this afflictive dispensation, his beloved 
companion has been deprived of a most affectionate husband, 
and his fatherless children of a most tender parent ; long will they 
need, and may they long receive, the sympathies of friends, to 
mitigate their sorrows, and minister consolation to their bleeding 
hearts. On the last Sabbath, his funeral was attended by several 
of the neighbouring clergy and a large number of sincere mourn- 
ers followed his bier, anxious to pay their last tribute of respect 
to one so highly esteemed in life, so deeply regretted in death. 
His funeral sermon was preached by the Rev. Dr. Miller, of 
Princeton, from Rev. xiv. 13. The exercises were peculiarly 
solemnand impressive and eminently calculated to excite in every 
bosom the fervent desire, O that I might die the death of the 
righteous, and that my latter end might be like His. 
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